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What was
Houston’s top
business news
story for 2010?

_Continental
Airlines’
merger
with United

ness stories
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uring the latter part of November and early December, HBJ

asked its website visitors,

“What 2010 business news event had the biggest impact on
your company or organization? What business news story will
have the biggest long-term effect for businesses at large?”

More than half of respondents, 57 percent, selected the Gulf oil
spill in what one reader calls a no-brainer.

“The oil spill almost totally consumed the local media for sev-
eral weeks and has caused many ripple effects since,” comments
reader Willie Makeit. “Although I did like the Continental-United
merger coverage, too.”

SRR Notable Quotes from 2010 [ERRERRENS

I didn’t want him to marry
the ugly girl; I wanted him
to marry the pretty one,
and I'm much prettier”

Continental Airlines Inc. CEQ Jeffrey Smisek, regarding
United Airlines merger talks with U.S. Airways.
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We're sorry for the massive
disruption it’s caused their lives.
There’s no one who wants this
over more than I do. I would like

my life back”

Tony Hayward, the then-CEQ of BP Plc, in the wake of the stormof -~ = :
publicity related to the Gulf oil spill. S Y 5 s
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I don’t think anyone needs to know
what I'm doing all the time.
Anybody that needs to get ahold of

Tilman Fertitta can get ahold of me’

5

Landry’s Restaurants Inc. President and CEO Tilman Fertitta, on his
reluctance to launch a personal Facebook page.

T R e e

If you don’t ride the roller

coaster up, you don’t ride e
screaming down. Houston 1 L
avoided the roller-coaster ua

ride, thank heavens.

Ted C. Jones, senior vice president and chief economist, Stewart Title Guaranty Co.,

reflecting on property values in the Houston area. SEE PAGE22





